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BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT
Utah State Office
P.O. Box 45155

salt Lake city, uT 84145-O155

IN REPLY REFER TO

3504
(ur-920)
UTU-o122693

March 19, 1997

(-poryay fur,l
CERTIFIED MAIL-Return Receipt Requested

Ziegler Chemical & Mineral Corporation
C/O Mr. Robert E. Covington
P.O. Box 1845
Vernal, Utah 84078

Re: Request for Minor Modification for Partial Removal
of Surface Pillar for the Cowboy-Bandana Mine Plan
at Gilsonite Lease U-O122693

Dear Mr. Covington:

On March 10, 1997, the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) received a request for a minor
modification to the approved Cowboy-Bandana mine plan. This minor modification includes
mining the surface ore and leaving a 1O-foot solid pillar of gilsonite between the first level of
the mine and the bottom of the proposed surface workings. After the workings are mined from
the surface, the company proposes to fill the slot with dirt and plant and revegetate the area.

BLM has done extensive research into this issue and has the following comments:

1. Past environmental analyses have stated, "lf surface pillars are left, they will have a
minimum thickness of 50 feet." (Wagonhound mines, March 4, 19771

2. Other gilsonite mining plans in other nearby areas require a minimum pillar thickness of
35 feet.

3. In 1973 BLM inspected Federal lease U-0115850 (Cowboy Vein) operated by Zeigler
Chemical Corporation. The following was annotated by the Area Mining Supervisor,
"Approximately 260 feet southeast of the main shaft (C-2) is a caved area that has resulted
from the gilsonite vein being mined too close to the surface." (See Enclosure 1). After
reviewing the location of this caved area, our maps indicate that the ore pillar was
approximately 30 feet thick. (See Enclosure 2)
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4. On December 13, 1984, the (Bookcliffs) Area Manager stated in a decision to the Utah
State Office upon reviewing lease terms for readjustment of Lease U-060748, that, 'To avoid
future danger created by open holes to the surface, mining to the surface will be restricted to
access shafts for ventilation and personnel supplies., etc. Sufficient vein material shall be left
at the surface to insure future surface stability and allow for final reclamation of the area tor
safe surface use."

Up to this point in time 35-50 feet was determined to be a safe pillar width by BLM.

In fight of the above, BLM requests that Zeigler Chemical Corporation provide BLM with
sufficient documentation to show that the 1O-foot thick surface pillar will supply sufficient
surface stability to insure future safe surface use. This will be provided by a licensed engineer.

lf you have any questions, please contact Mr. Stan Perkes, Utah State Office, Bureau of Land
Management, (8Ol ) 539-4036.

Sincerely,aqffi
C -. Douslas rrr. ro[.
*Ur Deputv State [iirector, Natural Resources

2 Enclosures

cc: Norman Haslam,
Ziegler Chemical and Mineral Corporation
Star Route
Vernal, Utah 84078

Gordon Ziegler, Jr.
Ziegler Chemical and Mineral Corporation
100 Jericho Ouadrangle
Jericho, New York 1 1753

Tony Gallegeos, Utah Division of Oil, Gas and Mining
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Off,lcc of rhc ttre llllg Supcrrbor
GscnsClot Dlvkloa
Etrl2 lcdcrrl Etldll3
125 8qr6 8trlc SCrrGt

Salt kla CtE, UCrh, 84111

tHll58s0
HI22693
lt.ol?455E
FOI25'939

&ra 6, 1973

!lr. C. lrylor lo*en
Dlera PrCrolan Cqrry
P. O. tc 2009
Anarlllo, lcret 79105

Dcgr Xr. Io&a:
lo oarltr lnrprcGtoo s! cotrctad oo U, g.d'10, 1973, by U. J.
hb5l, rrcrng cgl,ar of 6lr offlce, cE 6G follortg Fcdcrel
gtlroottc Lerrcr: 8l-0115850, E-OU12693, .d 8.0126939. Fol.lcrlng
tr e rrrac of thc srfrcc codlBls Dt d oa ttt Chtrc laaect.

l. U.{)I15E5O (Co-ot Ycl,n d Sb.ftr, rcc ASSe.lrrrd A)

Es Xsn Sbrft rlc rrce tocrtcd eprdrtrbTt 2r10O fcct cert ad
LrZfi fmt rantt of tlc or.|tnrt eotra of rcc. 3, t. 39 S., B. 24 t. rbst b..s prrttrtly re.ad1tl.md bl orlg r dorr. rr.c bcdfrc ad
orc bla brd beca r-vcd frl ttr psop.st;l by Zlqlrr Frrrsjl rd
lllrrrl cotaoretloa pt{.or to tblr lrFctts. PlGcG. of pt-rtL"c plpc,
rcrap h-cr, ceblc, caat brgt, bf.rCfrS rlrcr, rd 3lorra arl!
rclttcrrd wrr tb d.a etrl. H fs-. rn rClll ll plrcr erqd
thc comrrcc rbr,fc Gorsr. A 3-co a-lrrch byer of gil,trolcr csurrr
.PPEtxlrttalt D to 9O rq. ft. of 8rad to Cbc rrthrrt of tbc .brft.
Itctr trr E vltlDlc .yldc. of rrradrrg of tb: enr dlrErtrd durlt
tbl drra3 opclrrtlor.

lllc rhrrS oa & ,.cod d,r rrre, locrted rprdr,c:ly 11450 frt
rarc rd lrlgo fct rctt of tbr rr&rec sslrr of r.c. 3 t. 19 9.,
l. 24 E., b.d brea eornd rltb e coocrrG: rls. Scrrg ldcr, cdlc,
bo.G' d o&r d.br{t ls rcrttcrrd erud ChG rbrlt crrrtr. A 2O - D-
foot eooctctr pd, loeacrd ?Prrtrcrlt to frc, to ttc orttrrrt of
t5. &rlt, ber !cr? ltlcr, cb crnr, ra otd rtour, re drett{,c rtsr
or holrr! brre rld ocbcr d6rlr oo erd erqd lL lhrr .rcrDGrqF
loc.cd brbca Chll lrla rd thc le &.ft rtr. Gtrt covrrd blz
coclrtc tbbe rd rll brd &brtr rcrt3crrd rrod th. D:rl rl
o vlrtblc crfdocc of uy rcodttlolca Ett' brte brl dc o
rne ottcr rh.r 12at14 t.bc ab.f3 rd ucqluln.

t rhft (c-2) oo "hr "h{rd rlc rrce, locecrd ryprutrccly 11150frt .trt ed 95o fct eqrt.b of ttr rrthgt qorEr of arc. 3, !. 39 s.,
l. 24 8,, 1r coccrcd rl.th rtcel dorr. 0''. of tha d@rr 1l brdly bot

{-.[. /
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L!tr' to ur- c- tc71or rorln, anerd,rro, Tcxac, s.bJ: ls'rca 9fturfrcr cod,ittoar oa 1carce

eod dee not propcrly co'er qf .rbrtt opcalng. rtrg co.dttton ns56*'ght ro Srotrr l3rcagol ty rura offlci r,ir"rrcepodercc dateoAprll 25, 1972. rbG &rfr itt tr rocrd bui pa poatcd. scrap1T!r, 9rbte, loly'"i_4-pl;, rEct plpc, ad otbar d6rtr trscsttctld arard tbe ebaft. -epprct.lGr1, 
70 fct nor.tbcaet oftbe rhaft tr tbe burocd ,*"t;-of .e bulldr,.g. &cronr tln crns8'"E cart' acrlP rtal, ptecaa of plpe, ;;;;"r &br3 1r rcactrnderurd trc rcoarur or-tie br{rdrar:- ;;;i;Et, zrr} frcr rqrrreaarof tbc rbaft (c-z) tuo creapcnyl-bre'i..o *"r.d yro. cecrstc rrrbs.Scrap knhar' pt'aittc q1p-,-iod-"Gh.;-d.b;"J. .c.tr.rtd rrqrod Gheahbt' epproxrrtcry zcir irat aosttrt-ii-* .b rhafr (c-z) 13e crrrd etre thrt hei nruli.i tr- tr. cii;raa rrta bcrug rtncdtoo clo* to rhc ro!'frce. t -r"{ r. ;;L..l, 3 f..t lou3and 2 fcac nldc-. rbe oegre rr curcreiii o*t 5 foct belr tbenrrfrce. lb udrrgrq-U 

"irrfE3 .Ttladr rloqg the eeltrr lloa oftbe vclo to thc nrG as .Cetcu,rd drrGro*-1Zo f,oat plue obrcrvcd)erd crtadr 5 fcet -?10qg tt "a"t r rrc oi tbc lr,o to ibe G't.rartnrcrtonr nre give"-t"!r"ghr cH,c;i ; rlnrel cor?ora*oocbrt thG cnrrd a$rE E8 to bc iornrra or riaca. !b.r. ua, E vrrtbrcevl&acc of arr!.rrcodrtlonrag-rc-* lryr.*-b.- dc oa tfirr arce otbcrthan eeallag ad fcocf B ta.t"tt .J d i*t* of tbe c.crprmrrr.
&e rhaft (c-3) oo tbc s1*^** !Ta, l0crted aprorrrtcly E50fect oart d 950 ict "-r'" "i tr. -"it"t-.or--r-of .cc. 3, r. 3g g.,B' 24 8., tar bacn cror.a .tr.b r elocroG. rrs. gul. nirr, i"rap1ur6er, ad otber drbrtr rr-..rtt"r"a .r-rxE .brft rrar. ?o ttcnortbeart of rbc rbaft (c-3)-r" 

"-o-.-., qprr:r.Grl7 30 foct by75 fcct' ea T rpparutlt urd^for rGoctptuqg sr,l.oalt rovrdfro ttc r{rF- e $}c .i-l["-rp, i-fr-i"- ! lrbr to r0 lrc:h*c(nrcrr tbc erar. urn -r---rrroi. rffi of rry'coadltlolrsrc* barto' b.c! dc * t*r-.rrr ottar .,ri Lr&3 .,. .hsft rdaacalrGEtll.

llr. r. J. col* cotecGrd trtr oftrcr by !.rqnc 6 ua, 11, l9?3,lqulrfqg 6nrt tf. rt t tr-"f 3h. rrft-it-oi ttr.c L.r.. iro freErtrolan .o 
'rslcr 

r!'-ac;i.-*.. c"r-"--. rry'trd to xrpr, tbdfoffl'cr, t! th. courrr of tb trrrphon ;;o,.;o-, vr..t r d,rprofllc rp &ovrq rhr ot "tic'1;!E-.i;fu bea dor tu rh, tq,sbrft rtrr. tr oitbtr dd;dk bfoilti"" b., r! bran Fc.lrd,coor{u.trtly rhle offrcc do. rct t *_.ry-1d;.G10' of hr clonto tbr rurfrec tbc gtlrcott" 
".f" hm brn dltd.

thr only rnln ptoftlc rrp evelrrblo, drtrr 2tL7r7L, of rtccqlbot w1a gilroaitr nl.rcr,'rLt oaly-rb. ;; thrt thr gllroottc
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Lttt. Co Xt. C..trylor lg*.., A-rlllo, ter', Sr6J; Isn- ofanrfrcr codlclolr o brrrr
lrla brr bca rrs.d fro rhrft uJrn c-!, (-|z'_ ld c-3. - r vrlnbar bosn rt!.d for ra .ppFodrr. dtrt'cc'qi ilcSo rrct erfr thortrllr of rbr nia. Dr rb b|' bc.a dd to'e drptt ".ryr&'cr-14o f..t 3a 2r5 f.ft. ttc .odl thlclrt' ..d-tb porG100 0f rhrgllronltr Ell' rot 'a"d nar GLr rurfrcc vartrr rn rhrctnr fru5 fcrt to 35 frt er aerund frl tb *ot prcif,U.

t'codtel.rrry-Eq to b.-pcrfosrd on tb.' b,c, prlcr to {t*{gn* to tlrglrr cbor.crr rd rrnrii corfo*troc, tr rrfollan:

l. LcLftll ad rer rrtr e sncr.t rhb th erra tter bercrrrd (ettecuat a).

T:"". :U po.t rrltb rllnr, nrllq3 E" nOffc of dreger,tlr u-fu'-r-'r rsca bcaria ttr cirrd .ili-.u-rbrft ndrrC-3 (Attachrd A),

*f-: :.crpTrrl, .d r$rldrnce .n . rfll be fiacrdrs qurBCLt .d q"rry rltt rt3nr lafoulql rl.e pr$llc of6r crtrcc' of r drqrrcrr I.r.. Ibrr rrr.r rhrld bccb'Lcd a a nthry berb Go r.. tb.- &.-a."1o3. rrrtnclotod rd .hc fclcc tllrct.
4. P.$4r' prrrcly rcettrrrd *o'd ,h. rr' lrlr., t Gobc clcerd q rd dlepord cf rr ... i.-.r crty-ia.'
5. turfecc rn. ., tbrG be brca dlrhrrt.d, rrr to br 3rirdrr Dlr er pneclcal cc -lrttq3 torogipbr. root*il--*cnrrlag la tbc !rrn.
6' b., rthodr d rcbrdnltag of rort3t*r.c ,r.rt b.rprclflcd by ttc egproprtrtc 

'rrfrce-"-|rot rtlrsr.
2. H122693

. .hryos, -6.t e-&,r' rl0ej th rtrtr of thr 3rleodtr nhhar bcra doa for r drrt*i of q,pd,-G.r, 950 fr.t. gann t,rncbrF- F ft3 turthcr to tbc rrtbraG pcrprerculer to tbc rtrtlc ofthc sllroqtrc nla rd oa r:rnc-h h.. fi;Elory Gb ,srtb of thcrrla- lbr trcncb'_nrr ts rrdtb tn ri to-zu't "t, ?5 to lio fotla Lcngtb |ad 4 to g fett la dcpth.

xccodlttoalrr of rr.a rurfece rr[l nquln brctftlltng, rrgrrdr,lgtt car o prrctlcrl to a na&rrat cortqrr.- r}?a, ctbodr-iad iiua,rrogof rcrn3:tetloa rtll b. rpcclfrcd by rbe ...riili EEIECBG .r:rcr.

2.

3.
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Lttr. co la. c. trylor to*-, lrlrlllo, tcrr, srlJr loc ofnrrfrct codiGlme m berl
3. H126939

-

b rvrdru of ery ctp. of Eat bevrl3 brrl prrforl oo tltr'beec.

4. U-0f2455t

-

rot vlrttd. Lesl nlrn leorc ttrt Lda nr cdcGed lntb pert tut na of tic rlnn eqrld ccfln trrt rlr hEdcll
b.d dDd oa ctlr Lrn. rlfu olftec bc o rrcord of rql prrduc-
cloa rls cb Lrlc rr lrrud. Aodbr lalFeGlon rr bitg
rcb.dsl.d lD cb rrrul, gt!6, rtre rd ttrr irrrr rrll b. rtrltodat thr! 3lr.
It lr tbc qldoa uf tb €rolqfcrl brrry ttrt rt L.rG tbe br:erdarrrlcurtlmr be corrrc3.t rd tbG crr.L .d- a6rlr o tb sfecr bcclranrd lr, (ttc 1 tfuqg rl, prga'!), brton D rrrltrll lrnrccdrd. E3 full t tcorrCloa oC tbi rurfecr cqild U arfrrtU ffZlcalrr rrlll eccrpt rr4outbllttt for thir Ert.

8!rlrr17 ;lannr

JrcLron |t. btflC3
fne lldq Suprrdror

cc:
zlegllr chrd'crl r rrnal c€Ep., Grrrt rlcl,. hr tort.
3L J$l*.i;, Thls"il'l"H* !t ryr$e-
Iaablagton

WJlferfiy: fo
l
tEs
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